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Why Water4All ? 
Life on Earth

Ecosystems

Human activities

Water, a 
major 
issue for

* Figures: UN 2023, IPCC 2023

+55%

Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC 
Droughts
Floods
Pollution

Increase damage on water resource
• 90%  disasters worldwide are water-related (IPCC)
• Drought in Europe 2022: 19% of normal annual rainfall on 

50% of the territory (Europe) (impact on soil, ecosystems, 
biodiversity…)

Climate 
change 
effects

Spain: - 65%  
Malta: - 54%

Global water 
demand 

(2015-2050)
Freshwater/EU 
inhab. (over 20 

years)

Drought in Europe – August 2022
JRC Global Drought Observatory (GDO) of the Copernicus Emergency Management Service 
(CEMS) – 22/08/2022



Why Water4All ? 

▪ Water challenges in the Balkans are important:
▪ Droughts, floods, …
▪ Access to water for human uses 
▪ Pollution (urban, agriculture, saline intrusion…)
▪ Water monitoring and data
▪ Aquatic ecosystems protection
▪ Governance 
▪ ………..

→ A lot has been done but it’s not sufficient → need to speed 
up research and to strengthen international cooperation 



Research ministries  
funding agencies

35
15

Sectorial 
ministries / 
agencies

24 Research 
performing 
organisations

3

EU networks
3

Local 
authorities

10
national / regional 
networks –
economic actors

Water4All consortium 

90
partners

• 23 EU Member States
• 10 non EU countries

Phase 1: 86M€, 26M€ from the EC
Phase 2 : from June 2024: 103 M€, 
31M€ from the EC

For the decade : 420 M€ expected  
(126 M€ from EU)

33 countries

Budget

Partners

June 2022 – May 2031

A “new” way of supporting Research
- Gathering our funds 
- Cross-sectoral approaches (researchers, policy makers, citizens, 

economic actors)
- Continuum development to the transfer and practice to the actors from 

knowledge 
- Accelerating the impact of Research on water management (EU, SDGs 

objectives, WFD and others EU regulations and laws …)

Missing EU countries: Bulgaria, Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Montenegro, Albania, Kosovo



7 core themes 
25 sub-themes

- Research gaps --
- Policy needs

RDI themes & Strategic Research Innovation Agenda

After a large 
consultation process

Revision:
End of 2025

• Public consultation 
• April 2025: experts groups
• New topics? 

Water4All Public Consultation: 
Survey Powered by Webropol

Strategic Research and Innovation 
Agenda | European Partnership 
Water4All

https://link.webropolsurveys.com/Participation/Public/ddab3146-5a00-4572-8b3d-ed83441d7225?displayId=Fin3088626
https://link.webropolsurveys.com/Participation/Public/ddab3146-5a00-4572-8b3d-ed83441d7225?displayId=Fin3088626
https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/publication/strategic-research-and-innovation-agenda
https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/publication/strategic-research-and-innovation-agenda
https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/publication/strategic-research-and-innovation-agenda


6 annual Joint Transnational Calls (2022-2028)

“Management of water resources: 
resilience, adaptation and 
mitigation to hydroclimatic 
extreme events and management 
tools”

2022
27 projects
27 M€

2023
23 projects
23M€

“Aquatic Ecosystem Services”
Knowledge Hub, early carrier researcher

“Water for Circular Economy”
148 pre-proposals submitted in step 1

“Water and Health”
(pre-announcement: July. Open: Sept.)

2025
32 M€ 

2024
Potential 
budget 32 M€ 

“Additional Activities”

Identification of Research gaps, needs

International Cooperation 

Training and capacity buildings, PhD Schemes

Observatories and R&I infrastructures

Platform of solutions for water management    
(including ecosystem restoration)

Open data, open science (knowledge hub, 
open database) with a transdisciplinary approach

Support to SMEs (EU incubator, transfer…)

Water Oriented Living Labs

TOPICS 5 and 6 to be selected soon (internal consultation)

Min. of 3 countries, max 7 partners, public-private

Water4All activities

FOR DOWNLOAD

https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/sites/www.water4all-partnership.eu/files/2024-04/booklet_JTC_2022_W4A_17april24_BR.pdf


Up coming theme :
• 4th Joint Transnational Call (32M€), September 2025, “Water and Health” theme from the SRIA
• Working group to focus on priority topics

Main modalities for the Joint Transnational Calls

Main modalities
• 36 months projects
• Minimum of 3 eligible partner from participating countries
• Minimum of 2 independent legal entities for 2 different EU Member 

States or Horizon Europe associated countries
• Maximum of 7 partners 
• Coordinator from an eligible country 
• No partner with more than 50% of the person-months 
→ Compagnies are highly invited to join a consortium (according to your 

national rules)



Water4All’s activities

(CNR, GSRI, VITO)
(AEI)

(ANR)

(FORMAS, ISPRA)
(Water Europe)



About the Science Policy End-users Interface (Pillar C)

C.1. Science Policy 
governance 

interface
(INBO)

C2. Accelerating the 
uptake of R&I 
results by the 

economic sector
(KIT-PTKA)

C3. Capacity 
Development

(WETSUS)

C4. Open Science
Open data 

(BRGM)
Engage 

generation Z
(Wetsus, 

LNEC, CREA)

PhD 
Schemes
(Wetsus, 
BRGM)

Matchmaking 
platform

(APE)

EU Incubator 
strategy

(Water Alliance)

Policy 
Support 
Group

(INBO, VMM)

Priority:  Water Framework Directive, 
Drinking water Directive, Urban Waste-water 
treatment directive

Toolbox for 
managing 

water related 
data

(BRGM, DMP)

Training 
(VITO)

R&I 
infrastructures
Observatories

(GSRI) 

Knowledge 
Hubs

(FORMAS)

Supporting 
the creation 
of start-ups 

(Water Alliance)

New Water4All 
MBA programme 



About the demonstration activities (Pillar D)



About international activities (Pillar  E)

Support to SMEs to showcase their 
solutions and to learn from others…

To build new international partnerships

→ International strategy published (to be revised)
→ MoU with the UNESCO-IHP signed (November 2024)

→ Active participation to major international conferences



Agro-Ecology partnership

Future FoodSystem partnership

Collaborations in progress

Collaborations to be developed



Collaboration opportunities

Funding agencies 
Ministries

Research organisations, 
networks, clusters, local 

authorities

• Join the partnership and contribute to 
financially support future Joint 
Transnational Calls (from 2025)

• Contribute to additional activities 
(revision of the SRIA and a better 
integration of CEE countries needs,  
knowledge hub, Policy Support Group 

WFD, international cooperation, …)

• Apply to the annual Joint Transnational Calls 
if your country participates (without being a 
partner of Water4All)

• Contribute to additional activities (revision 
of the SRIA and a better integration of CEE 
needs, international cooperation, 
dissemination of data, R&I infrastructures, 
policy support actions WFD…, PhD schemes, 
support to SMEs, WOLLs…)

Full member of the consortium from 2026 
With the EC contribution (20, 50, 100%)

(Grant Agreement Amendment)

Still possible to join JTC4 (without EC 
contribution) and JTC5 and 6 (with the EC 

contribution)



Water4All financial rules and planning
▪ A budget allocated in 3 phases by the EC

▪ EC contribution = 30% of the estimated eligible

costs of ALL partners 

▪ All partners have to provide in-kind contribution

▪ Water4All principles for the distribution of the EC 
contribution
o For “Beneficiaries” and “Associated entities” only. 

“Associated partners” (not eligible to Horizon Europe) 
and “Observing Partners” don’t receive an EC 
contribution and contribute on their own budget

o Internal funding rate by cost 

▪ Possible synergy with other EU fundings (e.g., ERDF)

A 3rd call to support Water4All latest activities (2026-2032) will 
be published in May 2025 in the Horizon Europe 2025 work-
programme
Proposal to be submitted in September 2025
2 JTCs + additional activities (June 2026-May 2032)
from the EC: 64 to 70M€

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/synergies-guidance-out-2022-07-06_en


Water4All@agencerecherche.fr
www.water4all-partnership.eu

Thank you!
Contact us!
Follow us!

Ariane.BLUM@agencerecherche.fr

mailto:Ariane.BLUM@agencerecherche.fr
https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/news
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