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Update and highlights from the POLICY ANSWERS project and
the Western Balkans Info Hub

Meeting of the Western Balkans Steering Platform on
Research and Innovation
2 April 2025



Steering Platforms and Ministerial Meetings

@] o 30March

i

Meeting of the Western Balkans Steering
Platform on Research and Innovation,
30 March 2022, online

@ 1June

Joint Meeting of the Western Balkans Steering
Platforms on Research and Innovation &
Education and Training & Culture,

1June 2022, online

27-28 June

Ministerial Meeting of the Western Balkans
Steering Platforms on Culture & Research

and Innovation & Education and Training,

27 - 28 June 2022, Tirana

&

31 March

Meeting of the Western Balkans Steering
¢ Platform on Education and Training,
31 March 2022, online

Meeting of the Western Balkans Steering
Platforms on Culture, Education and Training
& Research and Innovation, 15 — 16 February

Meeting of the Western Balkans
Steering Platforms on Education and
Training & Research and Innovation,
10 May 2023, online

Meeting of the Western Balkans
Steering Platforms on Education
and Training & Research and
Innovation, 29 March 2023, online

@ 27 March

@ O 4 September

Meeting of the Western
Balkans Steering
Platforms on Education
and Training and
Research and Innovation,
27 March 2024, online

Meeting of the
Western Balkans
Steering Platforms
on Education and
Training, Research
and Innovation,
and Culture,

4 September 2024,

3-4 June

Meeting of the Western
Balkans Steering
Platforms on Culture,
Education and Training
& Research and
Innovation, 3-4 June

31 January

&

i

Meeting of the Western Balkans Steering
Platforms on Education and Training &

Research and Innovation,
31 January 2024, online

29 Sep-10ct

Ministerial Meeting of the
Western Balkans Steering
Platforms on Education
and Training, Research
and Innovation,

and Culture,

29 September -

© 10ctober 2024, Skopje

Meeting of the Western Balkans Steering
Platform on Research and Innovation, 12

February 2025, online

Meeting of the Western
Balkans Steering
Platform on Research
and Innovation,

13 =15 May 2025,
Podgorica

Ministerial Meeting of
the Western Balkans
Steering Platform

on Research and
Innovation, 20 —

2] October 2025,
Podgorica

Meeting of the
Western Balkans
Steering Platforms
on Research

and Innovation

& Education and
Training,

2 April 2025, online

Meeting of the
Western Balkans
Steering Platform
on Research and
Innovation,

10 September
2025, online



Western Balkans Steering Platform
Meeting on Research and Innovation

Podgorica
Programme highlights
13 May: Technology-oriented research infrastructures
workshop at the Science and Technology Park Montenegro
14 May: Steering Platform at Hilton Hotel
- Updates on Research, Innovation & Smart Specialisation
Strategies
- Reports from WB economies, EC services, EU Member
States & International Organisations
« 15 May: Technical workshop on MSCA + session tbc

Event is upon invitation (10 sponsored delegates from WB)
Registration open until 11 April 2025




Research Infrastructure Workshop

Open to public
POLICY ANSWERS Workshop
Location: on Technology-Oriented

Science and Technology Park Research Infrastructures:
Montenesro Opportunities for the AL
on g Western Balkans K

. 00000 000000
Regl stration: PODGORICA, MONTENEGRO, 13 MAY 2025 % ( >
: g Ao
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WP5 REGIONAL PILOT ACTIVITIES

Western Balkans Mobility Scheme in operation

Y | A ‘ ! 26 June 10 September
;": POLICY ANSWERS _

3 l Applications submitted

Virtual meeting of the

o . Steering Group
3 Applications found to be eligible and

entered the review process

l 43' 9 52€ Total funding sum

2 projects have been
approved

20 August

Review process
completed

Empowering Innovation in the Western
Resea I'C h Balkans through the POLICY ANSWERS

° [ Western Balkans Mobility Scheme
in M Ot IoON for Early-Career Researchers

POLCY ANSWERS *R&I POLICY muaking,
implementation ANd Support in the WEsteRn Bokans®,
Gront Agreament N 101058873,

Western
Balkans
Mobility
Scheme




WB Innovation Vouchers

X POLICY ANSWERS

. & > 24 innovation voucher applications (EUR 8,000 each)

BUSINESS A0 &P ° |
AsUSUAL ) 2ad have been evaluated

Improve your business!
The POLICY ANSWERS

. > 201Vs were awarded
> 19 contracts issued (one SME
declined)
> 10 contracts have been signed,
and
> 2 service providers received
pre-payments.

Contracting will continue in early April.



Western Balkans R&l Youth Awards
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Call opened: 18 Feb 2025
Call deadline: 18 April 2025

Western Balkans R&l Youth Awards

Inspire the next Call for participation

H H Prizes of up to
gengratlon. Win o 000 8
a prize for your
impact!

Participation sign-ups received so far:
approximately 30

Good initial turnout, strong interest and
engagement



Western Balkans R&l Youth Awards

’ ’ ’ ’
:"‘: POLICY ANSWERS Apply until 18 April 2025 :‘": POLICY ANSWERS Apply until 18 April 2025 :"‘: POLICY ANSWERS Apply until 18 April 2025 :"‘: POLICY ANSWERS Apply until 18 April 2025
|1 whocan apply? — 2 Eligible initiatives — 3 How to apply? ——{ 4 Evaluation & awards
J
A = ™~ Selection criteria  |pact
( Your initiative must: \ 30%
Innovation
@ 25%
PAYAS +Be youth-focused ﬁ Relovdnca
-Be Western Balkans-focused P R 0 20%
W B *Be Research & Innovation-focused ( | Sustainability
*Be able to show tangible outcome and 2 simple steps A%
\ substantial impact /
ke /
, X = 1 & *Complete the quick online application.
\ *Wait for an invite and attach supporting .
P documents Erizee
Check eligibility: ’ +Grand winner: €6,000

+6 Economy winners: €2,000 each
legally established organisations T % +All travel & accommodation
based in or focused on the Deadline: 18 April 2025 fully covered

Western Balkans.




Western Balkans R&l
Youth Awards

For further information:

V.
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Join us in Skopje!
29-30 May 2025

Live pitch & award “% ceremony
Network, showcase your work & get recognized!

Apply Now!
www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu



Funding Opportunities

Regional Innovation Academy

\/\/\eg ate | ecssreues

Funding Opportunities
for women entrepreneurs &
supporting organisations

WESTERN S oo Cadan
BALKANS
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Western Balkans Regional innovation Academy

A the A

Foster your innovation

24 resources have been
published online across four
main categories:
Tools, Insights,
Resources and Courses,
and Case Studies

g Resources are grouped into four main Categories




WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

Western Balkans Agenda - third monitoring round

Preliminary findings:
1. Research and Innovation

S
o,

Strong areas = (1) Integration in the new ERA through joint projects T —
and mobilities with EU MS and WB + (2) Participation in EIT = S
initiatives

Moderately improving, challenges remain = (1) Technical assistance
(projects & missions) in Chapter 25 + (2) Participation in
Partnerships and Joint Undertakings

Major challenges = Public investment schemes, GDP share in R&l

Strong participation of the Western Balkans in 2024 EIT Jumpstarter cohort
Improving innovation support and trans-national R&I cooperation by continuous
growth of the EIT Community




WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

2. Digital competitiveness
Strong area = Participation in Digital Europe programme
Moderately improving, challenges remain = (1) DIHs + (2) Digital Edu Hub activities + (3)
Digital skills development + (4) WB economies joining EuroHPC JU
Little development in = Strategic approach to Al
Highlights

7 EDIHs from Albania, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia are invited to join the EDIH network
All Western Balkans economies are associated to the Digital Europe Programme (DIGITAL)

3. Environment
Improvement in the area = Disaster risk management
Moderately improving, challenges remain = (1) Transition in energy sector + (2) Just
transition + (3) NECPs + (4) EU Mission: 100 climate-neutral and smart cities
Little development in = Transition to sustainable transport
Highlights

Western Balkans Six endorse Hamburg Declaration on Green Agenda for the Western Balkans (GAWB)
Successful participation of the Western Balkans partners in the New European Bauhaus



WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

4. Education and skills

On track = Participation in E+ University Alliances + POLICY ANSWERS capacity building

Moderately improving, challenges remain = (1) VET + (2) MSCA + (3) Non-research based
innovation

Little development = twinning projects & TAIEX missions

Agreement on Access to Higher Education and Admission to Study in the Western Balkans signed by WB6 leaders
at 10th Berlin Process Summit

Increasing WB interconnectedness and mobility-driven R&I by successfully piloting the POLICY ANSWERS WB Mobility
scheme

5. Youth, Culture, Sports

Strong areas = Culture Moves Europe programme + European week of sports
Moderately improving, challenges remain = E+ and twinning projects/missions
Little development in = Joining SHARE 2.0 initiative

/Highlights

\
Great success of the Western Balkans partners in the Culture Moves Europe initiative

Increased participation in the European Heritage Hub by including WB economies in the Policy Monitor and Montenegro

hosting the third European Heritage Hub Forum “EU Enlargement: Cultural Heritage as a Key Resource for Cities & Civil
KSociety” (3-4 April 2025)

)



WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

6. Common Regional Market

On track = Involvement in EEN and EYE, innovation vouchers scheme piloted, improvement
in activities of national IPR support organisations

Moderately improving, many challenges remain: preparation and implementation of S3,
participation in COST and Eureka, support to R&l infrastructure, and Reform Agenda
Persistent challenges = access to finance for SMEs

Three regions from Western Balkans (Tuzla Kanton — BIH, Montenegro and North Macedonia) selected as
Regional Innovation Valleys

Collaborative grants for innovation, managed by the Innovation Fund of Montenegro certified for the Plug-In
scheme to the EIC Accelerator

New phase of the Common Regional Market Action Plan 2025-2028 (CRM 2.0) signed by Western Balkan
leaders



WP3 CAPACITY BUILDING & SUPPORT

Ongoing capacity building activities

Upcoming activities include:

Info days (e.g. upcoming Info Day in Albania 14 April)

Trainings (e.g. on Support the Development of Sustainable Agriculture
and the Food Value Chain in Montenegro in Tivat 8 and 9 April 2025)
Workshops (e.g. Monitoring and Evaluation workshops in Nis 2 April and
16 April in Kragujevac, etc.)

Study visits (e.g. peer learning in UK on support programmes and
policies for research, innovation, start-ups and sustainability by NM)
Policy documents (e.g. Report on State of Play regarding digital
transformation in Kosovo)

Consultations (e.g. fact finding and needs assessment on libraries es
enablers of scientific research in the era of open science in BiH)
Videos and infographics (e.g. Green talks in Kosovo)



WP4 ALIGNING PRIORITIES

Webinars

Regularly organised to promote missions and partnerships and align priorities.

Recordings are available on the WB Info Hub Youtube channel and the Policy Stakeholder Platform.

@ O 22February
‘Wabinar 1

Western Balkans
an the Pathway

to implement
Digital Agenda -
Challenges, Best
Practices and
Recommendaticns

[ o 25 April

Weabinar 3

Cverview of the
Westarn Bolkans
on the Pathweay

to implement
Green Agenda -
Challenges, Bost
Practices and
Recommendations

28 March

Webinar 2

Overview of the
Westarn Balkans on
the Pathwaoy towards
Modern Health
Policy - Challenges,
Bast Proctices and
Recommeandations

@u

@ o

27 May

Webinar 4
Mission-oriented
Innovation:
status and fulure

opportunities for the

Waastern Bolkans
(TRAMI)

27 June

Wabinar 5
Iinnovating the Food
System: status and
future opportunities
of European
Partnarships for the
Wastern Balkans
(EIT Food)

18 July
Webinar &

Challenges and
opportunities tor the
rmission-oranted
implementation of
climate

adaptation and
sustainable cities

@ [e] [Harmnnm'lssiuns:l

D o

31 October
Weabinar 7

Adding value to the
biomass in Easten

Europe and Western
Balkans (BIOEAST)

& December

Webinar 8
Strategic Research
and Innovation
Agenda on Raw
Material (Europaan
Partnership on Raw

@ & Materials)

Webinar 9

Waterdall Partnership:
Opportunities for the
Western Balkans

‘Webinar 10

Smart Specialisation
in EU Enlargement
Countries (JRC,
EUSDR PAT)

Webinar 11

How to becomea active
in EU partnerships:
The approach of
Tarkiye


https://www.youtube.com/@westernbalkansinfohub1309
https://eu-wb-policy-dialogue-stakeholder.b2match.io/page-901

WP4 ALIGNING PRIORITIES
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Upcoming webinar

WEBINARTI

How to become
active in EU
partnerships:
The approach of

Public online event on 24 April 2025 Tarkiye

. . Serhat Melik
Regl St ratl O n O pe n : Horizon Europe National Contact

Point for Cluster 5: Climate,
Energy & Mobility (TUBITAK)

24 April 2025
15:00-16:00 CET

#WBvision2030




Monthly newsletters

Most recent theme: Entrepreneurship and Innovation Management
Next one: European Institute for Innovation and Technology

fe=ateind G O m X @

Updates from the Western Balkans

he Economy to Explore Further

18 Choose to stay connected

Ci |

Erasmus + and the
Western Balkans

Advancing Inclusion:
Gender and Underrepresented Groups in
Research Innovation,Education, Culture,

ED New w cal & events B = Youth, and Sports in the Western Balkans 4
[A Programmes /Policies @ Initiatives &) organisal tions
1 | a8
From Mobility to
Opportunity: How 3 %
Erasmus+ Shapes Lives » £

and Careers in the Western -
Batkans o w C SUBSCRIBE ) to the Western Balkans Info Hub now!




Check out our results
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Contact us at any time:
Elke Dall, dall@zsi.at
policy-answers@westernbalkans-infohub.eu THAN K

YOU!

w E ST E R N https://www.facebook.com/WBInfoHub
BA L KA N S https://x.com/wbinfohub

I nfo H U b https://www.linkedin.com/company/wbinfohub/

POWERED BY
-

o POLICY ANSWERS

www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu
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