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EU Member States’ Democracy Support 
& Democratic Practices in the Eastern and Southern Neighbourhoods

D5.1
• Database on EUMS on democracy support 

D.5.2

• Report on democracy support practices in the EU’s 
Southern and Eastern Neighbourhoods in the selected 
EUMS case studies.

D5.3

• Working Paper on the contestation of democracy support 
in EUMS.

D5.4

• Working Paper on the role of CSOs in the EU’s and EUMS’ 
democracy support in the EU Neighbourhoods.

D5.5
• Working paper with Comparative Analysis 

3



Democratic practices, EUMS and Eastern neighbours (EN) 

➢Democracy support practices has been 
growingly pragmatic. EUMS predominantly 
aim to strengthen stability in neighbouring 
countries. 

➢Before 2022, geopolitical considerations 
were increasingly emerging in EUMS DS 
practices, altering the EU’s traditional norm-
based narrative. 

➢Regardless of EU-wide priorities, the EUMS 
tend to prioritize their closest vicinity in DS 
practices. CSOs are key actors in delivering 
DS to the EN.

➢Contestation practices did not often refer to 
democracy as a fundamental norm, but 
rather occurred through the repositioning of 
DS as a secondary value in comparison with 
security.

SHAPEDEM-EU conceptualisation of DLL – WP1 

(Achrainer, Pace 2025)



Democracy suport and Eastern candidates after 2022

➢After 2022, a new dynamic emerged (1) 
security concerns undermined the EU’s 
normative approach to democracy support 
BUT (2) geopolitical and security 
considerations became increasingly 
intertwined with the defence of democracy 
and the DS practice.

➢Enlargement emerged as the primary 
instrument for democracy support in EN, 
providing a framework for advancing 
democratic reform agendas in candidate 
countries.

➢ Differentiated approach by EUMS.

➢New emerging patterns of domestic 
contestation caused by enlargement 
prospects for EN.

Contestation as a positive dynamic of 
reflection for EU Democracy Support



Key takeaways
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Addressing the relationship between the EU (its supranational 
institutions) and the Member States regarding the division of 
competencies, roles, and responsibilities.

Defining the involvement of civil society and non-
governmental actors supporting democracy in EN & being 
more flexible and responsive to the local needs in EN. 

Addressing the context of the de-Europeanisation process 
within the EU.



Thank you for your attention
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