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SHAPEDEM-EU is an EU-funded research
project partnered by 12 universities and
think tanks, involving more than

50 researchers.
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OUR RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

review EU’s democracy

support policies in eastern Conceptualise

and southern democracy
& democracy support
as social practices.

neighbourhoods with an
entirely novel approach.

METHODOLOGICAL CONCEPTUALISATION

Core Concepts: Contestation
Democracy

Democracy learning loop
Democracy support
Practices
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SHAPEDEM-EU IN A NUTSHELL

Who we are and what are our goals

![ 6 Case Studies

Ukraine . 12 Partners
The project also
Georgiq analyses third
- party countries
S and international

Armenia  organisations,
such as China,
Russia or NATO,
among others.

Lebanon «
Tunisia Palestine

GOAL 3
Develop policy
recommendations to
encourage a more
effective EU democracy
support toolkit.

PROJECT’S RESULTS WILL:

. Accountability
Improve EU’s T
Democracy ransparency
Toolkit in Effectiveness
terms of: Trustworthiness

Making Resilient
neighbourhood Equitable
countries more: Responsive to local needs
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=l PUBLICATIONS
! Working papers
Policy briefs

Video interviews

EVENTS

Online discussions
Foreign policy dialogues
Joint pannel discussions
with sister project

@ EU’s Democracy Suppport
@ @ Database
Online Digital Dashboard
@ Infographics

PODCAST SERIES
Democracy Support
Dialogues

On Spotify, Amazon Music
and Apple Podcasts
https://democracysupportdia-
logues.buzzsprout.com
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EU Member States’ Democracy Support
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& Democratic Practices in the Eastern and Southern Neighbourhoods
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Dqtabase on EUMS on democracy Support Domestic practices of contestation
in EU member states

Report on democracy support practices in the EU’s
Southern and Eastern Neighbourhoods in the selected
EUMS case studies.
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Supporters and contesters of democracy in

EUMS

Working Paper on the contestation of democracy support
in EUMS.

Working Paper on the role of CSOs in the EU’s and EUMS’
democracy support in the EU Neighbourhoods.
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Supporting Democracy: The Role of Civil Society

Organizations in France, Italy, Sweden, and Poland
in the EU’s Neighbourhoods

Working paper with Comparative Analysis
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@M Democratic practices, EUMS and Eastern neighbours (EN)

» Democracy support practices has been
growingly pragmatic. EUMS predominantly
aim to strengthen stability in neighbouring
countries.

» Before 2022, geopolitical considerations
were increasingly emerging in EUMS DS

practices, altering the EU’s traditional norm-
based narrative.

» Regardless of EU-wide priorities, the EUMS
tend to prioritize their closest vicinity in DS

practices. CSOs are key actors in delivering
DS to the EN.

» Contestation practices did not often refer to
democracy as a fundamental norm, but
rather occurred through the repositioning of

DS as a secondary value in comparison with
security.

Perform local
ASPIRATION:
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IMAGINED practice
DEMOCRATIC
FUTURE
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o1 experience
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background knowledge

SHAPEDEM-EU conceptualisation of DLL - WP1
(Achrainer, Pace 2025)



@M Democracy suport and Eastern candidates after 2022

» After 2022, a new dynamic emerged (1) Contestation as a positive dynamic of

security concerns undermined the EU’s reflection for EU Democracy Supbbort
normative approach to democracy support YV Supbp

BUT (2) geopolitical and secu rity Challenge to democracy and democracy support
H : . H Actors can contest democratic aspirations and local democratic
consl d era t 10NS beCCI me Increasin g Iy practices and/or contest EU democracy support practices

intertwined with the defence of democracy
and the DS practice.

1

>!En|argement emerged as the primq‘ry e

instrument for democracy support in EN, CONTESTATION , _ ANDIT the aims
o e . is a social practice which entails is constitutive of the actors,

providing a framework for advancing objection and expresses disapproval of social CONTESTATION
democratic reform agendas in candidate Shonge B e
countries. l

» Differentiated approach by EUMS.

> New emerging patterns of domestic Part of a healthy democratic process
contestation caused by enlqrgement Actors can contest undemocratic practices, outdated and inade-

quate knowledge, and out-of-date institutions, and thereby make

p oS peCtS fO r E N . policymakers critically reflect on their practices



Croe Key takeaways

N\

Addressing the relationship between the EU (its supranational
institutions) and the Member States regarding the division of
competencies, roles, and responsibilities.

Defining the involvement of civil society and non-
governmental actors supporting democracy in EN & being
more flexible and responsive to the local needs in EN.
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Thank you for your attention
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