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Invitation to all of you
to the project’s final event
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Towards a Stronger European POLICY ANSWERS
Research Area: Lessons and Pathways
for the Western Balkans’ Participation

Tirana < 19 March 2026

|
........



WP3 CAPACITY BUILDING & SUPPORT

Presentation of the results of our
Capacity Building Programmes
implemented in each WB economy,
including trainings, policy papers,

technical assistance, info days, etc.

Link to the
final event
in Tirana
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WESTERN
BALKANS
Info Hub

Entrepreneurs,
professionals
and stakeholders trained




Regular support to Steering
Platform meetings

137

30 March

Meeting of the Western Balkans Steering
Platform on Research and innovation,
30 March 2022, online

ey

1June

Education and Training & Culture,
1June 2022, online

27-28 June

Ministerial Meeting of the Western Balkans
Steering Platlorms on Culture & Research
and Innovation & Education and Training,
27 - 28 June 2022, Tirana

5{5‘;
31 March

Me he Western Balkans S!
Piatform on Education and Training,
= 31 Morch 2022, online

ering

Further

information

Maeting of the Western Ealkans Steering Plat‘orms on
Culture, Education and Training & Research and innovation
15 - 16 February 2023, Skopje

Veeting of the Western Balkans
on Fdu

10 May 2023, online

@
@ 27 March

WVeeting of the Western
Balkans Steering
Platforms on Education

27 March 2024, online

4 September
Meeting of the
Western Bolkans
Steering Platforms
on Education and
Training, Resecrch
and Innovation
and Culture,

4 September 2024,
i

Meeting of the Western Bolkans
Steering Platforms on Education
ond Training & Research and
Innovation, 28 March 202

3-4 June

Meeting of the Western
Balkons Steoring
Platiorms on Culture,
tducation and Training &
Research and Innow

3-4 June 2024, Skopje &33
31January ﬁi

Meoting of the Western Balkans Stocring
Platforms on Education and Training &
Research and Innovation,

31 Jon. 2024, online

29Sep-10ct

Ministerial Meeting of the
waostorn Balkans Steering
Platforms on Education
and Training, Research
and Innovation

and Culture,

7 eptember

10ctober 2024, Skopje

Moeting of the Western Bolkans Steering
Plattorm on Research and Innovation,

12 Fabruary 2025, onlino

Mecting of the Wostor
Balkans Steorin
tform on Research
inc Iny n,

13 =I5 May 2025,
podgorica

o
Western Bolkons
Steering Platforms
on Research

ond Innovetion

& Educotion and
Training,

2 April 2025,

Ministeriol Meoting of

" lestern Bolkans

Podgorica

ary
Meeting of the Western Balkons
Steering Plattorm on Rasearch

and Innovatk
10 Fobruary 202

Steering Platform
on Research and
tion,

Meeting of the Western
Balkans Steering
Platform on Resaarch
and Innovation

Mistartal Moeting of the Western Balkans Staeri Platform oo

RESEARCH
AND INNOVATION

20 - 21 October 2025
Podgorica, Mentmegro

h and Innovation
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Follow-up dialogue

Event website

Registration

Y
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ONLINE WEBINAR VIA WEBEX

Democracy in the
neighbourhood

and EU enlargement: o a.,.
Horizon Europe ~ sl

research insights
26 February 2026 (
9:30-12:30

09:30 - 11:00 Session 1:
Geo-scope on Western Balkans &

. 11:00 - 12:30 Session 2:
Geo-scope on Eastern Partnership
countries and Turkiye

Register for the webinar via the link

provided in the description below

Funded by
the European Union

WESTERN
BALKANS
Info Hub




WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

Monitoring of the
Western Balkans Agenda

Progress of the WB in the implementation of
the WB Agenda

4th and last monitoring round completed
> 2026 edition available soon

’ Research and Innovation

. Digital Competitiveness Link to the
. Environment 2025 version

. Youth, Culture & Sports

Education & Skills

Common Regional Market




WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

Monitoring Card on Research and Innovation
Agenda Priority: Boosting the WB Innovation Capacity by bringing

Research and Innovation (R&l) eco-systems closer to the EU

Agenda Boosting the WB Innovation Capacity by bringing Research and
Priority Innovation (R&l) eco-systems closer to the EU

Regional Indicators W8 Stooring Platform on R& moatings

Western Balkans Economy Indicators

W policy dialogue under the Berlin Process

POLICY ANSWERS project
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voralcasessment | mderChopter 28 (Soincs

ofthoregion and Roscarch) Gon ciocnaicrtoRE
Nonewfunding schernes reported
Albania g proects i recpiimsiniosamd
b
D —
- Incisosetuerber o bloterl 6> domationon raneed projeci ot
Bosnia and e

Yot ovoiaa

Increosed rumoer of funding

Lowlewe of biatoral %60 srojects

availability

Upword trendn European

Oonrword vendin 85 dota
ovalabikty

pat

tion Scoreboord (E5) dote
iy

Integration nthe European
Research Area (RA)

1560 ond ncroasing percantage of Open
Acenss pudicotions

Curopo (1) pate pat
incroosod number of oint HE projocts with EU
Momoor Stotos (S)

Moserately nigh but ncroasing percentage ¢l
pen Access publications

Below EU averoge success rote n €
participation (1266%)

Increased number of oint HE projects with
oM

High ond ncroasing percentage of Open
Access publicotions.

Ut s sty e g Coestn gt e s et oy v,
e o e b 3 W ey St ot

s o o 4 o A e e e e 7
T e oo ) e s o A o

e e g LY oS
westernbalkans-infohub.eu

Kowv; ‘and Twining projects % of GOP dedicated to &I remains ovalabity
crsosed s ctuncing

Montenegro Fatortaupesds © e ctroniromaie Soioomy
o
bacecsmdmbercthcing

North "

Mocedonia g ot L iSO | -
o
[r———

i Incnosos o of w26 pikeey Donrwerauonding dota

serbio peemiorli 0 e oo nrrogn

b
tegena e © L 0.,

ane
portcipation (9.25%)
Incroosed number of ointHE projects with

i ncreasiog percentage of Open
Acenss pubicotons

Beion EU averoge success rote n €
portcipation (131%)

Increased number of oint HE projects with
us

1igh ond ncreosing percentage ot Open
Access publcotions

Below U averoge succoss rote n HE
portcipation (1127%)

Icreasad number of oint HE projects witn
oms

I ond increcting prcantoge ot open
e piconons

Close 05U cverage scess otein e
poripoton 15.5%)
lrcrocumd i o it HE procts with
fone

Highlights

(He)

Porcipoton n 2 Fortnerships | no new
partipation h v monforing poroe

‘and Technology (EIT) initiatives o
Incused porisication i 67 KO (Hgher
Educotion viatie)

B (3agiona lnrovotion
1 oAkt s (1]

Incraased numbe of plecg ing orgonisations
10tho T Doop Tech Tatontintiotve

Increosed particiation i 87 HE
€

snyici e
ER—
o Increosed numb- n
o
e, @) Be oa—
- -
P or =
momn N @
e
rcin ity 0

mbe o plac) ng orgamisations
O Tech Tatan vl

e e g et W oy e

s g g

o Fons o 3] oty et o i e
e o S 1 e o o A e P

P .
westernbalkans-infohub.eu

Achievements in a wider context of the Western Balkans Agenda

‘Summary Innovation Index

Albania osnia and  Montenegro

B
Herzegovina

Note
Data for Kosovo* net available

sourco

se 16ulk

North
Macedonia

serbla

EU27 average

. 2018 . 2022

2019 2023

2020 ® »
. 2021 2025

The Summary Innovation Index (S1) s a
composita indicator calculated using an
unweighted average of 32 indicators It
measures the performance of national
Innovation systems, assessing thelr relative
strengths and weaknesses. This evaluation
helps identify areas that require attention
and improvement.

ch ovation.ec surop
25_an (accessed November 10, 2025).

andisin

theICJ Opinicn on the



WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

Development of Policy Briefs

Preparing for FP10: Strengthening
Western Balkans participation in the
2028-2034 programme landscape

- Provides recommendations on the path
towards FP10 (forthcoming)

- Update of the Policy Brief on FP10
from September 2024

Link to the
Policy Brief
FP10

Pillar |
EXCELLENT
SCIENCE

EUROPEAN RESEARCH COUNCIL

MARIE SKLODOWSKA-CURIE ACTIONS

Pillar 1
COMPETITIVENESS
AND SOCIETY

COMPETITIVENESS'
L Clean Transition and Industrial

SCIENCE FOR EV POLICIES

y

3. Digital leadership

4 Resilience and Security, Defence Industry
and Space

Pillar IV

EUROPEAN
RESEARCH AREA

Piltar I
INNOVATION

SOCIETY.
1. Global societal challenges

2. EU Missions

3. New Eurcpean Bauheus Facility

1 Consistent with activities under the Europe,

an Competitiveness Fund

D

Policy Brief
The Western Balkans
b on the Road to FP10
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Widening measures should differ for each country, new European
Parliament study concludes

EUROPEAN INNOVATION COUNCIL ERA POLICIES
INNOVATION ECOSYSTEMS AND RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY
THE KNOWLEDGE TRIANGLE INFRASTRUCTURES

WIDENING PARTICIPATION AND
SPREADING EXCELLENCE

e v Repors Events The Network * Communications Services ~ About Us ~

Get the Science | Business
n

Jparl.eu

Funding Newswire
subscription




WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

Development of Policy Briefs

Western Balkans Monitoring and Reporting:
Challenges and Key Takeaways

POLICY ANSWERS Policy Brief: Western Balkans Monitoring and Reporting
Challenges and Key Takeaways

Published: 28 August 2025

Western Balkans monitoring and reporting:
challenges and key takeaways

Other Documents
Policy Brief

Ve
- "~ POLICY ANSWERS
Western Balkans - Unleashing the Potential of
Innovative Start-Ups and SMES in the Western
Balkans : Investment Readiness Program 2.0

‘Western Balkans: unleashing the potential of
dium

tive start-ups and small and

Business register updates and functioning CRIS are

Surveying and Sampling e

projects

Methodological changes affect data comparability

novation Test Beds Bs) are one form of

y Infrastructures

Lack of designated data owners, contoct and focal ment, testing and upscaling [.-]
points

North Macedonia’s ERA Integration: Two-pager
visual summary of the ERA report

POLICY AN
t on North Mac:

EB_Visual_Summary

2023.pdf

Policy makers are often unaware of challenges

Problem Awareness

General lack of resources available in the R&I
‘ecosystem and in particular at statistical offices

prises (SMEs) in the Western Balkans: investment

Open Innovation Testbeds — Lessons learnt in EU

at offer services for the

The full document is available

for download here:

PO"CY Brief August 2025

Western Balkans monitoring and reporting
challenges and key takeaways

)
> ‘: POLICY ANSWERS

The EU-funded project POLICY ANSWERS delivers analytical input to the EU-Western

Balkans (WB) policy dialogue, specifically to the EU-WB Steering Platform on Research and
Innovation (R&) and the WE Ministerial Meetings. This contribution derives mainly from
monitoring the implementation of the EU-W8 Agenda on Innovation, Research, Education,
Culture, Youth and Sport (WB Agenda)' and from reporting the progress made by the W8

in their integration into the European Research Area (ERA). Challenges are encountered in
terms of statistics regarding data availability and reliability. The main message of this Policy
Brief is that there is a need for improved statistical systers in the WB to guide informed
and evidence-based policy making. Ultimately, sustained policy commitment in terms of
using various datasets in combination with capacity building and regional cooperation are
essential for long-term alignment of the WE with EU standards.

This Policy Brief highlights the challenges associated with the
collection, analysis and interpretation of data for indicators
that describe the R& landscapes and systems in the WB as a
basis for policy analysis. It also identifies challenges and gaps
in data availability and quality, and provides recommendations
for improving the statistical systems, especially in terms of data
availability for contextual and other indicators, in view of future
monitoring and reporting activities in the WB.

o rch, sducation, eulturs, youth & Spot.

1 Eurepaan Commission. (2021). A sgenaa on innova
Dl 22l Accessed 24 July 2025,




Development of Policy Briefs
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Includes good practices from
the region and a set of
recommendations for policy
makers

Policy Brief and Policy Report (deliverable)

on Research Infrastructures

The full documents are available
for download here

Promstion of Ressarch nfrastructures g
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omation of Research Infrastructures.

Specific recommendations for policymakers

Pan-European and WB regional initiatives should plan to develop and adopt OA principles and
practices based on the 2024 EU Charter”. Moreover, in each economy policymakers should:

Establish economy level OA principles, defining OA Ris as a priority, outlining the benefits of
OA RIs to different user groups and encouraging RPOs to adopt suitable OA policies.

Consider making the adoption of an OA RI policy a legal requirement for accredited higher
education institutions and RPOs.

Introduce incentives for researchers and institutions to use and contribute to Open RI.

Consider including OA RI Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) into RPOs’ reporting (e.g. total
number of OA users, type of OA users, number of new and repeat users, type of services, cost
and value of providing access).

Take steps to raise awareness of the benefits of OA tailored to different stakeholder groups,
including the private sector, and monitor the effects in order to assess raised awareness.
Promotional efforts should be repeated and linked to take up of services.

Support participation in ERICs, including implementation of the ERIC Regulation at national
level, and encourage engagement of WB economies in ESFRI-related initiatives and established
ERICs (e.g. participation of WB6 in successive iterations of the European Social Survey).

2 European Charter for Access to Research Infrastructures. https:/lop.europa.eu/en/publication-detail /- publication/ec4692ae-ac6f-

~en. Accessed 28 November 2025



WP4 ALIGNING PRIORITIES

Recent highlights from our monthly webinars

the European Union
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WEBINAR

Thursday, 29 January 2026
15:00 (CET)

Research and Technology
Infrastructures: Policy, practice
and recent developments in
Europe - emerging opportunities
for the Western Balkans

Speaker:

Dr. Lisa Cowey
Director, The Technology Transfer Interface

Key Expert, RCC WB Knowledge Transfer

Toolkit Initiative | Oxford, UK

Register for the webinar via the link »
provided in the description )

VY +*+. | Funde
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WEBINAR 14
Malta’s Experience in EU
Partnerships: Contributions
and Added Value

Annalisa Cartabia

R&I Funding Interr 1 Unit
(Xjenza Mal!us

13 November 2025
15:00 CET

P

#WBvision2030
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WEBINAR 15

EIT Communities as
Drivers of EU-Wide R&I
Integration

Branka Zizié
EIT Community Officer Montenegro

000

\\#WBvisionQOBO

11 December 2025
15:00 CET




R&l Youth Awards

» Pitching event and award
ceremony in Skopje

* 5 months social media Youth
Campaign

65

Call
participants
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POLICY ANSWERs
Western Balkans
Ré1 Youth Awards

- O@TPE

w 3%
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WP5 REGIONAL PILOT ACTIVITIES

Western

« Policy Brief on Mobility
(forthcoming)

Balkg.ns *
Mobility Research

Scheme in Motion

Empowering Innovation in the
Western Balkans through the POLICY
ANSWERS Pilot Mobility Scheme for
Early-Career Researchers



Policy recommendation: The argument for a regional R&I fund

The concept of a regional RE&I
fund for the Western Balkans has
been a key recommendation by

Policy Brief including key features, influential actors in the region,

including the Berlin Process Joint

lessons learnt, success stories ool Gommration Council
{RCC), who have previously

highlighted the necessity of such
a mechanism.

For example, the 7th Berlin Process
Joint Science Conference® directly
recommended the establishrment
of a Western Balkans Research
Fund. Similarly, the RCC has

v consistently supported a regional
approach to R&l funding through
strategic frameworks, such as the
Common Regional Market {CRM)
Action Plan” and the development
of the Western Balkans Regicnal

Q72 poucy ANsweRs R&D Strateqgy for Innovation®,
3 now part of a larger, forward-

locking strategic context, the RCC

Strategy and Work Programme
2025-2028°

The pilot activity within the
POLICY ANSWERS project has
provided compelling evidence
that a unified, regional approach to funding R&| is not only feasible but highly effective. While
Western Balkans econcmies’ own innovation funds are crucial, they are often insufficient to foster the
cross-border synergies required for genuine regional integration. The WEIV scheme, by mandating
inter-economy collaboration, hos demonstrated a powerful model for breaking down barriers and
promoting a shared culture of innovation.

o, North Macedonia

The regional approach enables an efficient pocling of resources and expertise, allowing the Western
Balkans to tackle complex, shared challenges more effectively. Henceforth, one can argue that the
regional innovation voucher scheme should be a key mechanism to be used by a future regional RE&I
fund to drive transformative change within the Western Balkans R&l landscape, particularly in the
green transition and digital transformaticn fields.




Follow us on the =3
WB Information Hub  J:: =~

Info Hub About Themes News opp

Home | Western Bolkans Reglonol Innovation Academy

o JO]n our neWSletter and fouow us Western Balkans Regional Innovation Academy
on social media
» Regular updates. Most recent

* 7 Discover the Academy

focus on S3, upcoming: Horizon Foster your innovation
Europe i el
 Hand-over to POLICY ENLARGE
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Contact us at any time:

Ulrike Kunze, ulrike.kunze@dlIr.de
Elke Dall, dall@zsi.at

policy-answers@westernbalkans-infohub.eu

w E ST E R N https://www.facebook.com/WBInfoHub
BA L KA N S https://x.com/wbinfohub

I nfo H U b https://www.linkedin.com/company/wbinfohub/

POWERED BY

Vi
- @‘ POLICY ANSWERS www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu

THANK
YOU!
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