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Key work packages KSE was involved in 

WP3 focused on collecting and 
analyzing reliable and comparable 
data on international, EU and EU 
Member States’ funding for 
democracy, human rights, gender 
equality, the rule of law and good 
governance in the EU’s eastern 
neighbourhood since the entering 
into force of the Lisbon Treaty.

WP7 aimed at exploring explore 
discourses, narratives and perceptions 
of EU democracy support within EU 
institutions and across EU eastern 
neighbourhood countries to identify 
areas of consonance and dissonance 
and to refine existing knowledge of the 
legitimacy, credibility, and potential of 
EU democracy support.



Our deliverables



WP 3. Democracy funding

• Reactive to events in the EN region
• ‘Division of labour’ among international donors 

as to preferred democracy models (2005-2022)

• European Union: Emphasis on peacebuilding 
and liberal institutional models

• EU Member States: Predominantly liberal 
governance approaches

• United States: Focus on participatory models 
and stakeholder engagement 

• International Organizations: Orientation toward 
egalitarian frameworks and inclusivity

• Joint challenge: constrained engagement with the 
electoral model, largely concentrated around 
election periods

Policy Papers – REDEMOS

https://redemos.eu/resources/publications/policy-papers/
https://redemos.eu/resources/publications/policy-papers/
https://redemos.eu/resources/publications/policy-papers/


Democracy funding 

• Good news: EU democracy funding 2005-
2022 oriented on democratic resilience 
before it became a mainstream

• Focus on institutions (NB: except for 
political parties), rule of law, civic 
engagement, inclusivity and representation, 
commitment to democratic norms &  
minority rights. 

• Challenge to the participatory aspect due to 
the USAID shutdown 

• Democratic resilience as the foundation for 
EU’s geopolitical awakening & geopolitical 
enlargement ?



• Challenge of achieving relational coherence 
between democracy discourses in EN countries 
and EU democracy discourses (copy-pasting ≠ 
norm internalization)

• Meta-perceptions of the EU as a democracy 
actor influence democracy discourses & 
assertiveness of EU democracy promotion

• Russia and China as contesting powers in the EN 
region 

• Need for stronger local ownership and broader 
discursive space for democracy in the EN region

Discourses of EU democracy  promotion, amid contesting 
narratives from Russia and China and officials’ self-perceptions



Conclusion

• Geopoliticization of the EU role in the EN region
& the EU’s attempts to reinvent itself as a
geopolitical actor

• Democratic resilience in EN countries as a 
prerequisite for successful geopolitical 
enlargement

• New ways needed for the EU to engage with the 
electoral and participatory democracy model

• Encouraging a broader and a more diverse 
space for democracy in the EN region
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